
AMAZING GRACE (PG) 
 
Discussion starters 
 
1. What are your thoughts about 
Wilberforce's prayer time in his 
backyard garden (see Matthew 6:5-7)? 
Does God provide an answer to his 
prayer? In what form?  
 
2. In the movie, Wilberforce describes 
his life as changed by God—"He found 
me." Is Wilberforce's initial response 
proper or misguided? Are we called to 
a life of piety, or to serve as the hands 
and feet of God? What does it mean to 
be "in the world, not of it," and how do we avoid "cocooning"? 
 
3. Wilberforce makes many "unpopular" decisions in this story. Would you have 
done the same under similar circumstances? What about pressures to your 
health or your individual freedom? What temptations does Wilberforce face in 
his efforts? How do we find the courage to press on for what's right? What 
guidance do we have? 
 
4. Wilberforce helped spark change that affected world history and social justice 
for good. Where does such change begin? What qualities need to be secure in 
order to take such action? 
 

Director’s Notes: Michael Apted 
 
“He had a very strong moral drive, based on his religious beliefs, but 
Wilberforce moved in the real world and could form alliances with people he 
didn’t totally approve of, in order to get closer to his goal. He proved that 
although he was driven by a divine purpose to rid the world of this iniquitous 
slave trade, to execute this mission he needed to be strong, worldly, smart and 
political. A combination of Christian visionary and skilled politician, his 
overwhelming tenacity eventually let him reach his goal.” 


